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2. Steps for Identifying CPPs
For new processes, CPPs are identified during CoDevelopment. The CPPs are typically identified by
Technical Support site personnel, if not previously identified during process development. For many
processes, a recommended approach to identifying the CPPs for validation is to begin with identifying
the product’s CQAs and the process parameters that directly and indirectly impact these CQAs.

A process parameter may affect a CQA in either a univariate (single variable effect) or
multivariate manner (multiple variables each having an impact). Some CQAs may have no specifically
related process controls or parameters. Assessing the criticality of a process parameter should include
consideration of all of these potential situations.

A process parameter that impacts a CQA should be assumed to be a CPP unless it is
demonstrated that control of the parameter is adequate to minimize the risk of operating
outside the proven acceptable operating range for the parameter. Previous experience with similar
processes can be used to assess if a particular process control is likely or unlikely to influence product
quality.

Steps for selecting CPPs for validation may be summarized as:
I. Identify CQAs and process parameters and controls that impact the CQAs.
II. Establish strength of correlations between parameters/controls and the CQAs.
III. Assess capability of process controls and risk of CQA failure. 4. If the regulatory filing
identifies parameters as CPPs, the validation should include those CPPs.

3. Interactions of parameters
A CQA can sometimes be affected by more than one process parameter. In this event, one parameter
may often have a greater impact on the CQA than another parameter, or may provide a greater degree
of control than another parameter. Deviation from one such parameter may influence the ability of the
other parameter to adequately control the associated CQA.

In an API process, it is important to have good knowledge of how process impurities form and the fate
of impurities before attempting to determine if process parameters impact product quality. The extent
to which subsequent process controls can diminish or remove an impurity is an important component
of this knowledge. Formation of a manageable amount of an impurity, for example, may not be a
quality problem if a subsequent purification can reduce or remove that amount of the impurity to an
acceptable level. Conversely, sometimes subsequent processing has little or no ability to remove a
specific impurity, so minimizing or preventing its formation may become critical for the process.

Example 1:
In a given API process, control of a process-related impurity is primarily determined by controlling
reaction temperature within the identified PAR and by preventing an extended reaction time.
Additionally, the conditions under which the

API is crystallized influence the ability to diminish the presence of this impurity. Reaction conditions
(e.g., temperature and duration) and crystallizations conditions (e.g., solvent composition and
temperature) should all be evaluated when determining which parameter(s) should be identified as
critical.

A deviation that affects product quality should be carefully investigated to understand any and all
process parameters that played a role in determining the quality outcome. For instance, a deviation
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Comparing the Normal Operating Range (NOR) to the PAR is one part of performing a risk assessment
of potentially critical process parameters. The comparison will typically reveal one of three general
situations:

• The NOR is a significantly smaller range than the PAR (as depicted in Figure 1, where
the value of Δ is relatively large). It is typical to conclude such parameters are not
critical to product quality if the magnitude of Δ minimizes the risk of exceeding the
PAR.

• The NOR is close to one or both limits established by PAR (consider Figure 1 where the
value of Δ is relatively small). In these cases, the parameter may be a CPP, unless
modification of the ranges can be made to increase the magnitude of Δ by decreasing the
NOR and/or increasing the PAR.

• No PAR has been identified or historical information does not provide substantiation of
acceptable ranges broader than the NOR. In this event, it may be possible to establish
the PAR from historical experience with the process (using knowledge of both routine
processing and from deviation investigations). It may be necessary to identify the
parameter as a CPP if the NOR approximates the PAR established from historical
experience. To conclude that it is not a CPP, further study may be necessary to establish
a broader PAR, or constrict the NOR to increase Δ and minimize the risk of deviation
outside of the established historical limits.

Figure 1: Interrelationship between NOR and PAR

Figures in Appendix IV provide further illustration of the relationship between NOR and
PAR.

The Edge of Failure (EOF) for a process parameter may coincide with a PAR limit or be
beyond this limit. It is not unusual for an EOF limit to be unknown. While it can be helpful to know the
EOF to enhance process understanding, experimentally determining an EOF can often be impractical or
difficult in terms of development time and resources and is not necessary.
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